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A TESTIMONIAL FROM “SERVICES” PARENTS OF A CURRENT PUPIL

Having served for some 21 years with the British Army and changed location no less than nine times, we realised that our daughter had come to the stage in her Education where she needed continuity to achieve the best results.

Knowing that we were entitled to utilise the education allowance provided through the Military, we began the process of applying for the allowance and finding an appropriate registered school which would best benefit our daughter. At the time we were stationed in Oman in the Middle East, so the process of finding and securing a place in a boarding school could have proved to be very difficult. 
After viewing many Ofsted reports from various schools in the North East (as we were due to move to Catterick Garrison on a new assignment), one of the schools which stood out from the rest was Durham School. We contacted the school and explained our situation via e-mails from Oman and we were able to arrange for members of our family to visit the school on our behalf. After a number of visits and regular contact with the school we were left in no doubt that Durham School offered the best facilities and opportunities for our daughter to improve and gain the tuition she needed.  Our daughter was required to sit an intake test under exam conditions. Again the school were more than willing to send the exam papers to Oman and have our daughter’s current school adjudicate the exam. 
The whole procedure for our daughter to gain entry into Durham School could have been very difficult given our circumstances but the administration staff and all those concerned made the whole process as simple as possible and were very understanding and very aware of the procedures and needs of the Military.

Durham School has in our opinion significantly improved our daughter’s education and taken her self-confidence to a new level.  The warm and family atmosphere within the boarding school has helped our daughter to settle with great ease. The opportunities (both academic and sporting) given to the students are everything we hoped for, with our daughter participating in many activities outside of the classroom. Parents are always kept up-to-date with what is happening in and around the school via newsletters and e-mails; there are also excellently organised events, not only for the students but also the parents. 
Durham School offers various types of boarding facilities for all year groups and is well situated for easy access from Catterick Garrison. They fully understand the needs and procedures when dealing with the Military which makes the whole process very easy. The staff have always been very friendly, approachable and efficient and will always endeavour to help in whatever way they can.  In short, the opportunities and facilities given to the students are excellent and I only wish we had enrolled our daughter into Durham School many years ago.  
Jim & Sara Mason
