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BOW, DURHAM SCHOOL CURRICULUM STATEMENT

Bow, Durham School is characterised by a broad and exciting curriculum that develops pupils’ knowledge, skills and talents, supporting them to become reflective, problem-solving independent learners.  This enables pupils to make maximum progress and prepares them for the next stage of their learning.

The curriculum should:

· Enable pupils to understand the value of knowledge and skills.

· Ensure that resources, teaching, planning and learning are purposefully linked and respond to the uniqueness and special potential of each child.

· Be broad, balanced and enriched through the taught curriculum and the programme of additional curricular activities.

· Help pupils to become knowledgeable, confident and active learners with a desire to explore and solve problems in innovative ways.

· Encourage pupils to make well-informed decisions about the significant influences on their lives, and where appropriate, the lives of others, especially in relation to values, beliefs and customs.

· Be monitored by subject co-ordinators to ensure that planning follows schemes of work, teaching ensures the curriculum is correctly delivered, marking follows school policy and standards in work are of a sufficiently high standard.

· Be accessed equally by all pupils.
The curriculum will ensure coherence in pupils’ learning, which will help them achieve well.  Continuity and progression through succeeding phases of education will be assured through the quality of whole-school curriculum planning and its response to the outcomes of pupil assessment.

Links will be established between phase of learning – between the Foundation stage and Year 1, between Year 2 and Year 3 and between Year 6 and Year 7 to ensure continuity and progression in learning.

Planning will link different curricular areas to help pupils see the relationships between each subject.  Subject co-ordinators will have a significant role to play in this.  Literacy and numeracy skills will be utilised throughout all subjects where appropriate and ICT will be used to present work, research information and present data in many curriculum areas.

Equality of access to each part of the curriculum implies courses of study that are geared to the different needs and abilities of the pupils.  All pupils will be taught the same knowledge and skills for each subject, but schemes of work will be designed to enable pupils with learning difficulties to receive extra support, whilst more able pupils will be able to enrich their learning through extension tasks.

The curriculum will encompass all national curriculum subjects and be enriched with diversity and variety at different stages.

FORM STRUCTURE

Pre-Preparatory Department

Nursery

(3-4 years)

Reception

(4-5 years)
-
Reception

Form One

(5-6 years)
-
NC Year 1

Form Two

(6-7 years)
-
NC Year 2

Prep School

Form 3


(7-8 years)
-
NC Year 3

Form 4


(8-9 years)
-
NC Year 4

Form 5


(9-10 years)
-
NC Year 5

Form 6


(10-11 years)
-
NC Year 6

The Organisation of Classes

Teachers teach pupils, not classes.  Pupils are, of course, grouped. 

a)  
Reception, Yr 1-3 have their own rooms but are taught by class teachers.  The School believes that this is to their advantage but recognises that for certain lessons there is a need for them to be taught by specialists.  Strong links between Reception and Pre-School classes are recognised and where appropriate are taught together.

b)
Yr 4 start to experience a wider range of specialist teachers and Yrs 5 and 6 are taught by specialist teachers in all curriculum areas.

c)
Most classes are mixed ability groups but we do set for English and Maths where a need is identified and staff timetables can absorb it.
LESSON ORGANISATION

36 Lessons per week
	
	Form 6
	Form 5

	English
	6
	6

	Mathematics
	5
	5

	Science
	4
	4

	History
	2
	2

	Geography
	2
	2

	RE
	1
	1

	French
	3
	3

	Art/Tech
	1
	1

	Swimming
	1
	1

	Games
	6
	6

	IT
	1
	1

	Latin 
	1
	1

	Music
	1
	1

	PSHE
	1
	1

	Activity
	1
	1


There are 2 x 20 minute preps for all these pupils every night.
36 Lessons per week

	
	Form 4
	Form 3

	English
	6
	6

	Mathematics
	6
	6

	Science
	4
	4

	History/Geography
	2
	2

	RE
	2 (1 lesson can be PSHE)
	2 

	French
	3
	3

	Music
	2
	2

	IT
	2
	2

	Art
	1
	1

	Swimming
	1
	1

	Games
	4
	4

	Activity
	1
	1

	Prep
	1
	1

	Library
	1
	1


PRE-PREP



CURRICULUM AREAS
Key Stage One

	Form Two


	Form One

	Literacy/English
	Literacy/English

	Numeracy/Maths
	Numeracy/Maths

	Science
	Science

	ICT
	ICT

	History/Geography
	History/Geography

	Art
	Art

	Music
	Music

	RE
	RE

	PE/Games
	PE/Games

	Swimming
	Swimming

	PSHE
	PSHE

	Golden Time
	Golden Time


Early Years Foundation Stage
The Reception and pre-school classes follow a programme which is designed to cover the six areas of Learning and Development:

1 Personal, Social and Emotional Development

2 Communication, Language and Literacy

3 Problem Solving, Reasoning and Numeracy

4 Knowledge and Understanding of the World

5 Physical Development

6 Creative Development
The curriculum will be extended to provide enriching opportunities for learning.  Teachers may organise visits to a place of interest, a theatre or possibly another country as a means of widening pupils’ knowledge and experience.

The curriculum will be further enriched with extra-curricular activities.  Pupils of all ages will have the opportunity to be involved in a club, society or activity designed to broaden their experience and improve their skills and knowledge.  Pupils will have opportunities to participate in activities that may be closely related to the subjects they study during the day, for example in a computer club or drama society or sports team, or may open up a totally new experience as in a chess club.

Homework will form an important part of the curriculum. Subject plans will contain a policy on homework to ensure that it is worthwhile and stimulates pupils’ interest.  It will be concerned with research, problem solving, the reinforcement of learning, and encouraging pupils to use their initiative.  It will follow an agreed appropriate timetable.  It will not be about simply finishing off work not completed in lessons.
February 2005

Revised and Updated September 2007

Updated September 2009

Reviewed September 2010 
